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Al-Irshad (The Direction)
By Saad al-DeenMas'ud ben Omar ben Abdullah al-Taftazani(died in 793 A .H)
Presented by Dr. Shifaa Saeed Jasim
The Great College of Imam ™ Al havemereyonbim) 1y ement of Arabic Language /
Baghdad
ABSTRACT :

The scholars' efforts are not judged by the amount they have written. A brief statement or thesis
might be quite benefiting for readers. Among these is a thesis called al-Irshad (the Direction) which
is a brief grammar especially written by the scholar al-Taftazani for his son. That is it is good for
teaching young learners and good for reminding people advanced in grammar. He received science
from his age scientists such that he became an eminent scholar and a reference in logic, eloquence,
jurisprudence and supernatural. In these fields, he left a lot of educational books that are still being
educated at schools. Moreover, he mastered grammar and was known as the second Sibawaih.
However, he wrote nothing in grammar other than the al-Irshad which has been mentioned
among the grammar texts category and is the subject of this study. As the author has set his thesis in
brief, the researcher has been keen on following this technique. Thus, the paper is divided into two
parts: the study part with two sections: identifying the author, and identifying the letter and my
own methodology of investigation. The second part deals with the investigated text, the technical

appendices and references.
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Abstract

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds, and the best of prayers. Completion was
made on our prophet Muhammad, the last of the Prophets and Messengers, and on
his good and pure family and his companions guiding the Mahdi and those who
follow them with charity until the Day of Judgment.

And after:

The efforts of scholars are not measured by the magnitude of authorship, or by
the large number of pages. Useful authorship may be a small message, a short text,
or simple systems, so the expression of the benefits that it guarantees.

Among these efforts is a small message to the scholar Taftazani (may Allah have
mercy on him) in the name of (guidance), which is abbreviated in grammar.

And since the author had put his message in order to be brief, 1 was keen to
achieve this purpose, and not to overburden the investigation with comments and
explanations, and | divided this research into two parts:

The first section: the academic section, and it contains two topics:

The first topic: definition of the author.

The second topic: the definition of the message and my method of investigation.
Section Two: The Verified Text.

And | can beautiful the most important results that | reached through my
investigation of this research:

1. The Taftazani Hanafi school of thought is evidenced by his statement to
this, including his saying: “After what our companions agreed that the
successor was an absolute successor, they differed in the appointment of the
successor. Abu Hanifa and Abu Yusuf, may Allah Almighty have mercy on
them, said the background in the instrument”. It is possible that he was the
Shafi’i school of thought at the beginning of his command, then he turned to
the Hanafi school of thought, thus the two opposing sayings could be
combined

2. The scholar Al-Taftazani left a number of books in various sciences,
numbering more than (23) books and letters in the sciences of interpretation,
hadith, jurisprudence and its origins, speech science, jurisprudence of
language, grammar, and rhetoric.

3. The most difficult version | have had is version (b), which was frequently
dropped.

4. | found its difficult to meet between the copies and a lot of uses between
them, as well as the fall that occurred in some copies, and the distortion and
the corrections that | found a lot

5. It is useful for teaching beginners and reminding applicants.



6. It is proud for me that | have published a book to enrich the Arab library
because of its many sciences, including (grammar, morphology,
significance, and some juristic issues, in addition to logic and philosophy).

7. My job is to achieve a manuscript that was not known and apparent to the
scholars, as it was deprived until Allah was pleased with me reviving the
precious Islamic heritage, and taking it from the role of the manuscripts to
the realm of circulation, and achieving it before it passed a period of time in
which all is lost, or some of its pages are eroded.
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